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Laurens van den Acker appointed Ambassador OF Dutch Design Week 2018
· Laurens van den Acker is Ambassador during this year’s Dutch Design Week 
· Renault shows SYMBIOZ during Dutch Design Week; 
an autonomous car and a house, physically connected to each other as a single eco system
· The Dutch Design Week will take place from Saturday 20 to Sunday 28 October 2018 in Eindhoven, the Netherlands 
· As partner of the Dutch Design Week, Renault will put in place 45 of its electric ZOE cars as ‘design rides’

SCHIPHOL-RIJK – Laurens van den Acker, Senior Vice President Corporate Design at Renault, is nominated Ambassador of Dutch Design Week (DDW) this year, together with Ravi Naidoo (founder and director of Design Indaba in South Africa) and Wendy Plomp (founder, curator and art director at design collective Dutch Invertuals).
Every year, DDW appoints people from the design world as ambassadors for design in general, and Design Week in particular. These ambassadors use their networks to establish connections with participants and visitors, and initiate special activities during the week. According to DDW, the three ambassadors perfectly reflect the status of design in 2018. Martijn Paulen, director Dutch Design Foundation: ‘We see Laurens van den Acker as the link between people, innovation, technology, mobility and industry.’ 
During DDW in Eindhoven, Laurens van den Acker will present SYMBIOZ on behalf of Renault; an autonomous car and a house. Both are connected to each other as a single eco system. The car and house are in symbiosis because they have been designed in the same manner and share the same materials and styling. When the car is parked inside the SYMBIOZ house, it serves as an extra mobile, multi-functional room. The house also shows how the connected car can help to realise new ways of travel, where vehicles become an extension of the home. SYMBIOZ reflects Renault’s vision when it comes to the role of cars in the society of 2030, which will be electric, autonomous and connected.
Laurens van den Acker (Deurne, 1965) has been Senior Vice President Corporate Design at Renault since 2009. After graduating in Industrial Design at TU Delft, he held positions at leading automotive manufacturers in Germany, America and Japan. In his current position, Van den Acker is responsible for design at Renault, Dacia, Alpine and Samsung Motors. Van den Acker works and lives in Paris.
Laurens van den Acker: ‘During Dutch Design Week, I expect to see projects that surprise, amaze, intrigue and inspire me. I am looking for concrete solutions, but also for magic. For high-tech and hard work; for perfection and passion. Mobility affects everyone and is crucial for a well-functioning society. DDW is an excellent platform for testing ideas and asking critical questions.’
2018 is the first time that Renault will be a partner of Dutch Design Week. Renault will put in place 45 100% electric ZOE cars as 'design rides' for transport from visitors to and from various locations in Eindhoven. 
The 17th edition of DDW, which is the largest design event in Northern Europe, will take place from Saturday 20 to Sunday 28 October in Eindhoven. The organisers once again expect over 2500 participants this year, who will be presenting new work, prototypes and concepts at over a hundred locations. The complete programme will be announced in September. More information: www.ddw.nl.
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